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THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS…
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1. The Corn Belt region, while receiving periods of 
scattered showers, remains overly dry, particularly 
for the northern half of Illinois and Indiana on north 
and west into Iowa and Nebraska. Rainfall totals in 
the past 30 days have been meager, resulting in 
only 25 to 50 percent of normal across this area. 
While widely scattered showers are possible today 
into tomorrow, any substantive rains will shut off 
until the second week of June. Also, cooler than 
typical temperatures have not helped early 
development pace for the region.

2. On the flip side, the eastern Plains and ArkLaTx 
regions have continued to see regular bouts of 
heavy moisture. While vastly improving moisture 
reserves in the region, it has caused considerable 
river and lowland flooding and for the wettest 
areas, conditions conducive for replanting. 
However, there is good news in the near-term 
outlook as a warmer and drier pattern in the 
coming days should accelerate crop growth.

3. Takina a quick look at Florida, it has been 
exceptionally dry in the Sunshine state with severe 

to exceptional drought being reported for the 
southern two-thirds of the state. Expect a 
significant reversal of fortune, however, as days of 
heavy rain will pound the state, likely to reverse the 
poor moisture situation there.

4. We continue to highlight the dire moisture situation 
in the Southwest where long-standing drought has 
been locked in place. Crops and rangelands are 
suffering. Happy to note that there are scattered 
showers in the forecast over the next few days, 
although amounts aren’t expected to be nearly 
enough to overcome the poor conditions.

5. The northwest quadrant has been recently thriving 
given good moisture reserves and scattered 
storms. The area is about to get a taste of mid-
summer with temperatures soaring into the 90s with 
100s possible in mountain valleys, which should 
give winter wheat and early summer crops a 
considerable development boost. That will be 
short-lived, however, as a much cooler trend will 
follow next week.  
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Change from Last Week

Week on week Greenness trends seem to 
be edging on the negative side for most 
key growing areas. For Corn Belt states, 
cooler readings and mostly dry conditions 
could be at play. In the Plains, a bit more 
puzzling as rains have been copious in 
recent weeks (may be rain and storm 
cloud contamination). The majority of the 
Intermountain West into northern tier states 
are noticeably greening, a sign that crop 
and rangelands are finally coming alive. 
The California Valleys, however, are 
notably less green with biomass suffering 
from drought.

Change from Last Year

Greenness is looking a bit mixed edging on 
declines across Corn Belt states. While 
summer crops continue to emerge, 
persistently cool temperatures and 
moisture deficits could be working against 
early health. Even more notable Greenness 
deficits are seen across the Northern Plains, 
indicating still too dry conditions despite 
recent rains. However, further south, the 
emerging wheat is looking very good given 
plentiful rains. Trends in western states 
appear more mixed with much of 
California and Southwest in rough shape. 

Change from Normal

Greenness trends are looking mixed for 
most key growing areas of the Plains and 
Con Belt generally aligning with moisture 
surpluses and deficits. The wheat areas of 
Kansas south into the Texas Panhandle are 
looking robust and healthy. Not so for west 
Texas back into the Southwest where long-
standing drought still plagues crop and 
rangelands in the region. Greenness in the 
northwest quadrant is looking improved 
after a slower start this season.
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