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1. Florida and the Southeast Atlantic states have 
continued to benefit from more frequent rains 
over the past month or so. Soils are well-
watered and surpluses now run deep. This 
development has completely reversed the dire 
conditions that were in place after a very dry 
Spring. With more periods of rain in the 
forecast, producers can breathe a sigh of relief 
with the promise of a much better season.

2. The first tropical storm of the season, Arthur, has 
just developed along the Texas coastline. It 
promises to bring heavy rain and flooding to the 
area and extend well inland into the Mississippi 
Valley and southern reaches of the Corn Belt 
over the next several days as it moves ashore 
this week. Several inches of rain are possible, 
further saturating an already overly wet region. It 
seems quite likely now that producers in the 
wettest areas could be forced to replant, a 
devastating blow this far into the season.

3. While moisture has been quite good across 
Corn Belt states given regular rains, it’s coming 
with frequent severe weather episodes. This past 
week was particularly active with hundreds of 

high wind, large hail, and tornado reports 
across the region from the Dakotas to Ohio. 
Some early green snap was reported in the 
hardest hit areas, along with hail damage. With 
the majority of the severe weather season still 
ahead of us, expect more adverse impacts for 
producers to navigate.

4. The Western High Plains have truly benefited 
from the more regular rains that have occurred 
over the past month or so. While most of the 
wheat crop was too far advanced to benefit, not 
so for some areas further north where the rains 
have been more well-timed. Early development 
of summer crops have really gotten their footing, 
as a result. More periods of wet weather are in 
the forecast, although coming with the chance 
for severe storms.

5. California and the Southwest have trended very 
dry in recent weeks, which is fairly typical. Along 
with extended periods of heat over the summer, 
crop and rangelands will become increasingly 
stressed.  The only saving grace will be the 
activation of the Southwest Monsoon, but it 
likely won’t begin until next month at the earliest.         
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Change from Last Week

Greening continues to be quite notable 
across what appears to be a perfect 
outline of the Corn Belt region as early 
crop development accelerates. The Plains 
have also clearly benefited from more 
regular rains over the past few weeks, but 
the greening is  due to emergence and 
development of spring crops. For the 
wheat, it’s too little too late for many. 
Elsewhere, Greenness is more mixed. 
Drier weather across the West is causing 
pockets of trouble.  

Change from Last Year

Greenness trends in and around Corn Belt 
states are looking increasingly robust 
given regular rains and non-stressful 
temperatures. Although not quite as 
evident, increased greening is seen across 
southern states given all of the recent rain. 
The majority of the Plains wheat area 
remains in drought conditions, though 
recent rains have helped improve the 
health of early spring crops. The 
Intermountain West is seeing areas of 
trouble from dry conditions.

Change from Normal

This comparison also shows a more 
robust Greenness profile for the Corn Belt 
on north and crops are reportedly 
developing on time and are healthy. Texas 
and the South have benefited from the 
recent rains, and crop development is 
moving along nicely.. Greenness clearly 
remain very poor from western Nebraska 
on south into the Texas Panhandle. Also, 
potions of the West are increasingly 
struggling with the drier conditions of late.
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